Human Rights in the Congressional Record: Which, Where, and Who?
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The United States has Iong Styled itself a protector of human Heinrich, T., Kobayashi, Y., & Long, L. (2018). Voters get what they want (When M t / PI . P f S h B d I
rights, but how does the legislature of the most powerful country they pay attention): human rights, policy benefits, and foreign aid. International entor/Co-ri. roressor dWnd ranaile
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studies examining Congressional discussions of climate change congressional testimonies. Climatic Change, 131(4), 487-503.

' ' ' i Lupia, A., Soroka, S., & Beatty, A. (2020). What does Congress want from the Human Rights Categories Discussed in Congressional Record 2017 _ _
and the National SCI.ence Foundation to discover h(.)W Congr.ess _ National Science Foundation? A content analysis of remarks from 1995 to 2018. : - = Human Rights Mentions by Chamber and Party, 2017
talks about human rights and answer several pressing questions: Science Advances, 6(33) O, -
who talks about human rights in Congress - members, leadership, Majdik, Z. P. (2019). A computational approach to assessing rhetorical
NGO representatives, or others - and what do they talk about? effectiveness: Agentic Framing of Climate Change in the Congressional Record, TORTHRR-SRRET N _456 Hause
What countries and issues are discussed (or not discussed) by 1994-2016. Technical Communication Quarterly, 28(3), 207-222. cenociDe ([N .
_ _ U.S. Senate: How to Find the Congressional Record (2024, February 27).
Congress concerning human ”ghtS? In what formats does Wang, Y. (2020). Understanding congressional coalitions: A discourse network LGBT 143 Senate
Congress mention human rights - floor speeches, hearings, or analysis of congressional hearings for the Every Student Succeeds Act. Education
. . . PEOPLE WITHDISABILITIES{ =32
legislation? Does party identity (either of an individual speaking in Policy Analysis Archives, 28, 119.
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comes to discussing human rights? To answer these questions, :
we conduct content analyses of the mentions of human rights in Data Collection R1GHTS oF cHiLo} & ° 100 29 500

the Congressional Record in 2017, the first year of Congress
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To begin our research, we selected one year at the beginning B Democrats W Republicans  Independent W No Speaker

iImmediately following the presidential election of Donald Trump. of a presu.:lentlal term to examine. We searcfled the . D
Congressional Record on Congress.gov for “human right” or ECONOMIC SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS -5 The Democratic party was the minority party in both parts of the
: : “human rights,” which resulted in 818 entries in 2017. legislature in 2017. Yet they were the most vocal about human
Literature Review B the data f C - tructured 0 184 368 552 736 . L .
; ece:juse ed ata br0”h1 - OHQIFGSZ-QOV IS UlnS ructured, |We Frequency rights. There were significant amounts of entries where there
Human rights are frequently promoted by Western opted to conduct both digital and manual content analyses. . . . were no affiliated speakers present such as the Daily Digest.
democracies, including the United States, on the grounds that Entries were read online for manual coding; html files were ° gr?c():invﬁ gilc)jlspl)sc,)lci)t fi;zfﬁgr?t gt:,:,e,tsﬁ Vrr\:ien]ic?nuarlliir?tci):)?\bclﬁ :garc])arr?ilz
- - - - scraped using commands in Terminal for digital analysis. . . . - ’
human rights are an inherent, or natural, right given to all P J J y social, and cultural rights. This suggests a limited focus on
individuals Py their humamty (ngbour, 2). However, as Donnelly WordStat Analysis certain types of human rights in the Congressional Record. Expanding the Present Coding
(2013) mentions, while human rights may be deemed the We used Wordstat 2024 to conduct digital content analysis :
successor to the concept of 'natural rights,' it is a term whose of all entries. As human rights is a compound term, we Human Rights Where? e Digging more into the context of the mentions
understanding requires greater explanation and definition (18). computed phrase frequencies. Next, we used the Wordstat e The majority of discussions mentioning human rights o Differentiating between types of entries:
How powerful states use and define this concept in their categorization dictionary from Brandle 2018 to determine refer to international issues. not domestic ones m Non-binding resolutions
legislatures is thus an important, though understudied, issue. what categories of human rights are discussed. ’ ' m Announcements of Hearings
The U.S. approach to human rights as a policy priority Codebook Development for Manual Coding Location of Human Rights Mentions, 2017 m Legislation (and tracking outcomes)

@ international

originated in response to ethical concerns raised during the
1970s, notably amidst events such as the Vietham War and the

m Budget allocations
domestic m Tributes

We used the codebook from Brandle (2018)’s study of as a
starting point to develop the codebook for this project, using

@® not mentioned

@ both

Watergate scandal (Cohen, 2), but it is sometimes critiqued as data from a year outside of the current study (2016) to m Nomingtion Proceedings
being more instrumental than objective. There remains a develop and revise the codebook. Once we were satisfied — m Executive Orders received by Congress
disconnect between the prioritisation of human rights in with the coding schema, we conducted reliability testing e Extending the expanded coding to more years: 2021, 2009,
international relations and its implementation within the United using percent agreement. . 2001, as well as the years in between
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States (Leyton-Brown, 2). There is also evidence that the US our data source, codebook, and [
thinks of human rights as an exclusively international issue categorization dictionary
(Brandle 2018), despite human rights frameworks being How Much Human Rights Discussion in Congress? e Each entry was coded for the country discussed with
applicable to all people, including those domestically within the human rights, and the most common country was “no e Analyzing the content of Congressional hearings that discuss
US. As US officials navigate the complexities of foreign Case Frequency Phrase Frequency country mentioned” (171), followed by “multiple human rights
diplomacy, the discrepancy between rhetoric and action S —— e e S SRR countries mentioned (62). e Analyzing the whole Congressional Record for human rights
underscores the ongoing challenge of integrating human rights i SPEAKER S =S NEW YORK MR SPEAKER S e The severity of human rights violations in a country does content (using TF*IDF)
principles into both domestic and international spheres. L ST Vel e HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES not appear to be related to the amount it is discussed in ® Interviewing the most frequent mentioners of human I’ightS, to

The US Congress holds significant power in shaping foreign - “~“FISCAL YEAR "UNITED STATES Congress, even when using the Political Terror Scale explore what their understanding of human rights is and their
policy, including legislating, ratifying treaties, and allocating o T e e T Fol g 20 S ranking based solely on the U.S. State Department’s reasons for b.rlpglng hum.an rlght.s up in Congress
funding, all of which could possibly be used to advance (or . - “RTHKREm“mF”““UNITED"E“T?DTE’%?E?DE Countly Reports on Human nghts Practices (Gibney, ¢ Expand teleV!SIOn and prlnt media Conten.t analysesl of human
hinder) human rights causes. The Congressional Record is a \When we compared the case frequency vs the phrase Haschke, Arnon, Pisand, Barrett, Park, and Barnes (2023) rights to see if/how it relates to Congressional mentions

e Investigating human rights language used on non-human

repository documenting the proceedings of Congress. This record _ _
rights issues

is published daily when Congress is in session, providing a
comprehensive account of deliberations in both the House and

frequency, we found that the term “human rights” was relatively
rare even in entries explicitly chosen for having that key term.

Most Frequently Mentioned Countries and Their 2017 PTS-S Score
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such as Liu et al on climate change and Lupia et al on the
National Science Foundation, but Congress’ human rights

discourse has yet to be studied.
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