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DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES AND HUMAN SERVICES
Dr. Stuart Parker, Chairperson

To: Provost Joanne Russell

From: Stuart Parker, Chair, Department of Behavioral Sciences
Date: September 11, 2020

Subject: Termination of the Early Childhood/Care AS Degree

This memo represents a formal request to terminate the Early Childhood Education/Child
Care AS degree offered within the Behavioral Science Department’s Education Program.

Rationale

Due to the changing labor markets within the field of Early Childhood Education over the
past 15 — 20 years this program has increasingly lost both students and a pathway to
career-level employment. Two decades ago the care and education of young children
between the ages of 2 % years to their 5 birthday outside of the home was
predominantly seen as a necessity for working parents until Kindergarten became
available. This necessity for “daycare” was gradually viewed as a critical opportunity for
learning and school districts across the country, including New York have created an
increasing number of spaces for Pre-K children. In contrast to daycare centers, these
public school programs are staffed with certified teachers who hold bachelor degrees and
have passed licensing exams.

As the public schools have entered this market space students have increasingly
recognized that there is little in the way of a career ladder in the ECE field. That is
reflected in the enrollment numbers in the table below;

Fall Semester Enrollments — Early Childhood/Care AS

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
298 235 233 223 216 213 198 158 157

During the same time period, our Education Studies AS program has developed a well-
designed pathway with articulation agreements for further study leading to teaching
certification in the fields of Early Childhood and Early Elementary Education. The Ed
Studies program includes all of the coursework included in the ECE program plus
additional courses and fieldwork.



Sunset Date

We are requesting a “sunset date” of Fall 2024 for this degree which will allow all current
students who do not choose to switch to the Ed Studies program to complete their degree.
We would stop taking students into the program for the Fall 2021 semester. We will also
provide added support such as multi-disciplinary learning communities in their first
semester to incoming students who were initially interested in the ECC program to
facilitate their successful transition into the Ed Studies program.
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