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Spring 2020 Curriculum Committee
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March 13, 2020

Change in Course Description for SPE 11

The Department of Communications & Performing Arts is proposing a change in Course

Description for SPE 11

FROM:

TO:

SPE 1100 - Basic Communication Skills and Practice
3 Credit(s) Hours: 3 hrs.

An introductory course in listening and speaking including the basics of human
communication, verbal and nonverbal communication, and elements of listening
with an emphasis on critical listening. Students will develop and deliver several
presentations as well as evaluate the presentations of their peers. Not open to
students at ENG 1200 level or higher

Prerequisite(s): Not open to students at ENG 1200 level or higher.

Flexible Core: Creative Expression (Group C)

SPE 1100 - Basic Communication Skills and Practice
3 Credit(s) Hours: 3 hrs.

An introductory course in listening and speaking including the basics of human

communication, verbal and nonverbal communication, and elements of listening
with an emphasis on critical listening. Students will develop and deliver several
presentations as well as evaluate the presentations of their peers. Not opento
students at ENG 1200 level or higher

Prerequisite(s): Not open to students at ENG 2400.

Flexible Core: Creative Expression (Group C)
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Rationale for Change:

There two reasons for this curricular change. Reason one is that in recent years significant
attention has been paid to increasing the rigor of the course materials and assignments in the
course to make it more challenging. This has included adding more sophisticated material on
language history, language development, and metacommunication (i.e., reflection on the
communication processes). Previously the course was only open to students in developmental
English courses but currently the level of writing and cognition in the course would suit students
up to the level of ENG 12. Our hope is that this change will channel more ENG 12 students into
SPE 11 while they are still developing their writing skills and conversely free up more SPE 21
seats for students who have completed their ENG 24 as they will need higher level writing skills,
idea organization, and source citation skills to be successful in SPE 21. '




