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KINGSBOROUGH COMMUNITY COLLEGE
DRUGS: THE INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY
HS 4000 COURSE SYLLABUS
3 Credits, 3 Hours
Fall/Spring

COURSE PURPOSE: The purpose of the course is for students to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding about the interrelationship of drugs, culture and society.
Students study the historical perspective of drugs in various societies. Students learn -
about the physical and psychological drug effects on the individual. Students discuss and
“debate the legalization of drugs in our society. '

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Provides students with an opportunity to gain a deeper
perspective into the psychology of the dependent personality, reasons for drug use, misuse,
abuse, and possible solutions.

PROPOSED TEXTBOOK: Goldberg,'Raymond. Drugs Across the Spectrum. Seventh
Edition, Wadsworth-Cengage Learning, 2014.

Student Learning Objectives:

1. Students will be able to identify and evaluate the historical overview of drug
use in ancient and modern cultures and societies.

2. Students will be able to critically analyze the motivations of drug use and
pharmaceutical effects. ,

3. Students will be able to compare and contrast the negative and positive
effects of drug use, misuse and abuse in society, and theories of drug
addiction,

4. Students will be able to analyze and evaluate socio-psychological effects of
drug addiction or dependency including alcohol and smoking,

5. Students will be able to appraise the advantages and disadvantages of drug
treatment modalities and drug education programs.

6. Students will be able to identify and analyze the historical legal and criminal
aspects of drug use in society including the following federal laws: Harrison
Narcotic Act (1914), Marijuana Tax Act (1937), Drug Abuse Control
Amendments Act (1965), the Comprehenswe Drug Abuse Protection and
Control Act (1970), and others.

Methods of Teaching

Power Point Presentations and Discussions
Journals Online Blackboard Discussions
Formal and Informal Papers

Reading Assignments and Handouts
Discuss Current Newspaper Articles

A il



Evaluation Methods

Essays 20%
5 Journals 25%
Formal Paper 25%
Final Exam 20%

Class Participation  10%

Assignments

In the two essays, students will express their views on what factors motivate individual
drug use and drugs and the law, a two page requirement. They will read, discuss, and
write about their views on these topics. Students will critique the two topics based on
their research.

Five Journals - _
The journals will give students an opportunity to reflect on various topics discussed in
class, one page requirement. The journals will be submitted to blackboard in the
discussion session and students will have discussions about these topics. Some of the
topics that will be covered are: drugs in perspective, drugs in contemporary society,
various drug effects, substance abuse treatment, and drug prevention and education.

Formal Paper

Students will select a specific topic of interest and write a formal paper, at least 6 pages.
They will be required to do research to support their views. This paper will have to be
approved by the instructor. The outstanding papers will be presented in class.

CHAPTERS COVERED IN CLASS:

Chapter 1 Drugs in Perspective

Chapter 2 Drugs in Contemporary Society

Chapter 3 Motivation for Drug Use

Chapter 4 Drugs and the Law

Chapter 5 Pharmacology and Physiology of Drug Use
Chapter 6 Alcohol

Chapter 7 Tobacco

Chapters 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14- selected topics
Chapter 15 Substance Abuse Treatment

Chapter 16 Drug Prevention and Education
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