
Writing Directions  
Read	the	passage	below	and	write	an	essay	responding	to	the	ideas	it	presents.	In	your	essay,	
be	sure	to	summarize	the	passage	in	your	own	words,	stating	the	author’s	most	important	
ideas.	Develop	your	essay	by	identifying	one	idea	in	the	passage	that	you	feel	is	especially	
significant,	and	explain	its	significance.	Support	your	claims	with	evidence	or	examples	drawn	
from	what	you	have	read,	learned	in	school,	and/or	personally	experienced.		
	

Many	Americans	who	live	far	from	our	major	cities	and	who	have	no	firsthand	

knowledge	of	urban	public	schools	seem	to	have	the	rather	vague	and	general	

impression	that	the	great	extremes	of	racial	isolation	that	were	matters	of	grave	

national	significance	some	thirty‐five	or	forty	years	ago	have	gradually	but	steadily	

diminished	in	more	recent	years.	The	truth,	unhappily,	is	that	schools	that	were	

already	deeply	segregated	twenty‐five	or	thirty	years	ago	are	no	less	segregated	

now,	while	thousands	of	other	schools	around	the	country	that	had	been	integrated	

either	voluntarily	or	by	the	force	of	law	have	since	been	rapidly	re‐segregating.	

	

Schools	in	which	as	few	as	3	or	4	percent	of	students	may	be	white	or	Southeast	

Asian	or	of	Middle	Eastern	origin,	for	instance—and	where	every	other	child	in	the	

building	is	black	or	Hispanic—are	referred	to	as	"diverse."	Visitors	to	schools	like	

these	discover	quickly	the	eviscerated	meaning	of	the	word,	which	is	no	longer	a	

proper	adjective	but	a	euphemism	for	a	plainer	word	that	has	apparently	become	

unspeakable.	

	

In	the	94	percent	of	districts	in	New	York	State	where	white	children	make	up	the	

majority,	nearly	80	percent	of	students	graduate	from	high	school	in	four	years.	In	

the	6	percent	of	districts	where	black	and	Hispanic	students	make	up	the	majority,	

only	40	percent	do	so.	There	are	120	high	schools	in	New	York,	enrolling	nearly	

200,000	minority	students,	where	less	than	60	percent	of	entering	ninth‐graders	

even	make	it	to	twelfth	grade.	

	

Whether	the	issue	is	inequity	alone	or	deepening	re‐segregation	or	the	labyrinthine	

intertwining	of	the	two,	it	is	well	past	the	time	for	us	to	start	the	work	that	it	will	

take	to	change	this.		

	
‐‐	taken	from	“Still	Separate,	Still	Unequal:	America's	Educational	Apartheid”	by	
Jonothan	Kozol/	Harper's	Magazine	v.311,	n.1864	1sep	2005.	

	


