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Assignment
Begin by reading the passage below.

Looking Good?
by Cleopatra McLeod

TV personality Julie Chen admitted she had cosmetic surgery to make her eyes look
larger. She made the decision to alter her appearance after a TV executive refused to let
her host a show because he thought her eyes made her look too exotic. Some critics have
accused her of giving in to pressure to conform to public opinion. They say that women
and men have a right to be accepted by society the way they are. They ask, “Who gets to
decide what is beautiful?” In their view, real people come in different shapes, sizes, and
colors.

According to the American Society of Plastic Surgeons, 1.6 million cosmetic surgery
eyelid surgery. Cosmetic surgery has become a major industry. Journalist Angela
Neustatter points out that it is “a tragic reflection of the values that have flooded our
society.” Our culture has become obsessed with beauty and youth, and bombards us with
images of pretty young people. Even the weather forecaster on the news has a full head of
hair thanks to his recent hair transplant, a procedure that is becoming increasingly popular

“'among middle-aged men.

People who work in the media are not the only ones who feel pressured to look
attractive by changing their appearance. This pressure affects everybody, everywhere.
Research shows that physical attractiveness brings more opportunities in both work and
romance. “Is it surprising then,” asks Neustatter, “that so many people choose cosmetic
surgery in order to compete in our world?”

But Chen asks a different question: “I wonder if I made the right decision. Did I sell
out?” '

Writing Directions

Read the passage above and write an essay responding to the ideas it presents. In
your essay, be sure to summarize the passage in your own words, stating the author’s
most important ideas. Develop your essay by identifying one idea in the passage that
you feel is especially significant, and explain its significance. Support your claims with
evidence or examples drawn from what you have read, learned in school, and/or
personally experienced.

Remember to review your essay and make any changes or corrections that will help
your reader follow your thinking. You will have 90 minutes to complete-your.essay.



Guidelines for Summaries

“Looking Good?”

In response to the writing assignment, writers may present ideas from the text in conventional
summaries or throughout the response. :

Weriters who receive a score-of 4, demonstrating competent understanding of the complexity of
the ideas in the reading passage, usually refer to the following points:

e TV personality Julie Chen had cosmetic surgery to make her eyes look larger.

e Some critics have accused her of giving in to pressure to conform to public opinion. In
their view, real people come in different shapes, sizes, and colors.

e Some critics say that women and men have a right to be accepted by society the way
they are. They ask, “Who gets to decide what is beautiful?”

e Cosmetic surgery has become a major industry. Journalist Angela Neustatter points out
that it is “a tragic reflection of the values that have flooded our society.”

e Research shows that physical attractiveness brings more opportunities in both work and
romance. Neustatter asks, “Is it surprising then that so many people choose cosmetic
surgery in order to compete in our world?”

e Chen asks a different question: “I wonder if | made the right decision. Did I sell out?”
Additional points that may be mentioned:

e Chen made the decision'to alter her appearance after a TV executive refused to let her
host a show because he thought her eyes made her look too exotic.

e According to the American Society of Plastic Surgeons, 1.6 million cosmetic surgery
procedures were performed in 2012. The most popular ones include nose reshaping
and eyelid surgery.

e Our culture has become obsessed with beauty and youth, and bombards us with images
of pretty young people. Even the weather forecaster on the news has a full head of hair
thanks to his recent hair transplant, a procedure that is becoming increasingly popular
among middle-aged men.

e People who work in the media are not the only ones who feel pressured to look.
attractive by changing their appearance.
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CATW Analytic Scoring Rubric

Side B

- Critical Response to the

Writing Task and the
Text

Development of the Writer’'s
Ideas

Structure of the Response

Language Use:
Sentences and Word
Choice

Language Use:
Grammar, Usage, and
Mechanics

e The response integrates
some ideas from the text
with some relevant
elements of the writer’s
reading and experience,
but may do so in an
uneven manner.

The response demonstrates
some understanding of the
main ideas in the text, but
understanding is uneven,
superficial, or incomplete.

¢ Development of ideas is
general or uneven, but
approaches to development
sometimes support the clarity
of the writer’s ideas.

¢ The response uses some
reasons and specific details
and examples from the text
and from the writer’s reading
and experience to develop
ideas.

e The response uses.a basic or
uneven organizational
structure that sometimes
supports the writer’s central
focus and clarity of ideas. For
the most part, relevant ideas
are grouped together.

e Some simple and obvious
transitions are used to convey
relationships among ideas.

Sentence control is uneven,
but there is some structural
variety to support the
clarity of ideas.

Word choice is simple but
usually clear enough to
convey meaning.

e Command of language is
uneven. Grammar, usage,
and mechanics are
generally correct, but
some errors are distracting
and may occasionally
impede understanding.

There is little integration of
ideas from the text with
elements of the writer’s
reading and experience.

The response demonstrates
a weak understanding of the
main ideas in the text.

o Development of ideas is weak,
and there may be little use of
relevant approaches to
development.

¢ If present, reasons, details, and
examples from the text and
from the writer’s reading and
experience are brief, general,
inadequately developed, or not
clearly relevant.

e The response shows an
attempt to create a central
focus and 1o put related ideas
together, but relationships
among ideas may be unclear.

e Few, if any, transitions are
used to convey relationships
among ideas.

Sentences demonstrate

weak control, and there is
little, if any, sentence
variety to provide clarity.

Word choice is simple, and
sometimes meaning is not
clear. :

o The response
demonstrates a weak
command of language.
Grammar, usage, and
mechanics are sometimes
correct, but errors are
often distracting, and
some impede
understanding.

There is minimal, if any,
integration of ideas from
the text with elements of
the writer’s reading and
experience.

The response
demonstrates little, if any,
understanding of the main
ideas in the text.

¢ There is minimal or no
development of ideas and little,
if any, use of relevant
approaches to development.

e [fany reasons, details, and
examples from the text or from
the writer’s reading and
experience are present, these
elements are brief, general,
undeveloped, or irrelevant.

® There may be an.attempt to
group related ideas together,
but the main focus of the
response is unclear.

e Transitions are rarely used.

Sentences demonstrate
minimal or no control.

Word choice is often
unclear and often
obscures meaning.

¢ The response
demonstrates minimal
command of language.
‘Grammar, usage, and
mechanics are often
incorrect, and errors
frequently impede
understanding.
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CATW Analytic Scoring Rubric

Side A

Critical Response to the
Writing Task and the
Text

Development of the Writer's
Ideas

Structure of the Response

Language Use:
Sentences and Word
Choice

Language Use:
Grammar, Usage, and
‘Mechanics

e A thoughtful and skillful
response to the task
effectively integrates a
critical discussion of ideas
in the text with relevant
elements of the writer’s
reading and experience.

* The discussion
demonstrates a thorough
understanding of the main
ideas and the complexity of
ideas in the text.

o Ideas are fully developed, and
approaches to development
(e.g., summarizing, evaluating,
narrating) are used skillfully to
support and convey the
writer’s ideas throughout the
response.

e Reasons and specific details and
examples from the text and from
the writer’s reading and
experience are used effectively
to develop ideas.

Organization demonstrates a
well-designed progression of
ideas that supports the
writer’s central focus and the
clarity of the writer’s ideas
throughout the response.

Sophisticated, effective use
of transitions conveys
relationships among ideas

- throughout the response.

Sentences are
consistently well
controlled, with effective
variety in structure.

Word choice is
sophisticated, precise, and
effectively conveys the
complexity of the writer’s
ideas throughout the
response. ,

e Though there may be a
few errors in grammar,
usage, and mechanics,
strong command of
language is apparent, and
meaning is clear
throughout the response.

e The response effectively
integrates a critical
discussion of ideas in the
text with relevant
elements of the writer’s
reading and experience.

¢ The discussion
demonstrates a good
understanding of the main
ideas and the complexity
of ideas in the text.

o Ideas are well developed, and
approaches to development
(e.g., summarizing, evaluating,
narrating) are usually used
skillfully to support and convey
the writer’s ideas.

e Reasons and specific details and
examples from the text and from
the writer’s reading and
experience are usually used
effectively to develop ideas.

Organization generally
demonstrates a clear plan
with some progression of
ideas that supports the
writer’s central focus and the
clarity of the writer’s ideas.

Transitions clearly convey
relationships among ideas
throughout the response.

e Sentences are usually well

controlled, and there is some
effective variety in structure.

Word choice is usually
specific and usually effective
in conveying the writer’s
ideas.

e Though there may be a
few errors in grammar,

. usage, and mechanics,
good command of
language is apparent, and
meaning is usually clear.

e The response competently
integrates a critical
discussion of ideas in the
text with relevant
elements of the writer’s
reading and experience.

The discussion
consistently demonstrates
an understanding of the
main ideas and of some of
the complexity in the text.

¢ Most ideas are competently
developed, and approaches to
development (e.g.,
summarizing, evaluating,
narrating) are competently used
to support and convey the
writer’s ideas.

® Reasons and specific details
and examples from the text and
from the writer’s reading and
experience are competently
used to develop ideas.

An organizational structure is
evident and competently
supports the writer’s central
focus and the clarity of the
writer’s ideas. Relevant ideas
are grouped together, and
there may be some evidence
of progression of ideas.

Though often simple and
obvious, transitions are
usually made to convey
relationships among ideas.

Most sentences demonstrate
competent control, and there
is enough structural variety
to support the clarity of the
writer’s ideas.

Word choice is somewhat
general but clearly conveys
meaning.

e Language use is
competent. Grammar,
usage, and mechanics are
generally correct, and
meaning is usually clear.

Revised September 2011
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Scoring Articulations

“Looking Good?”

Paper 1 Scores: 1 1 1 1 1

Critical Response to the Writing Task and the Text: The response demonstrates
minimal understanding of the reading passage. The writer appears to think that “the
author talk about the women right.”

Development of the Writer's Ideas: Development of the writer's idea is minimal. Most
of the half-page-long response comes directly from the passage.

Structure of the Response: Even though the writer uses paragraph structure, the
relationships among ideas remain unclear.

Language Use: Sentences and Word Choice: Most sentences are copied from the
passage, and the ones that are original demonstrate only weak control of language: ‘I
feel people should not going to tak meds for eyes. Or anything because nature is good,
we should keep the way that is.” |

Language Use: Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics: Language control is minimal.

Paper 2 Scores: 2 2 3 2 2

Critical Response to the Writing Task and the Text: The response demonstrates some
understanding of the text, but weakness in language use impacts the scores in all
domains.

Development of the Writer's ldeas: The writer's attempts to engage the reading and
develop his or her ideas are hindered by problems with language: “According to my
" personal experience, | always tried my best to look great when anywhere | have to go. |
noticed my gesture, posture and my outlook.”

Structure of the Response: There ié an attempt to group ideas together, and scorers
may acknowledge the beginning-middie-end structure of the response by awarding the
score of 3 rather than 2 in this domain.

Language Use: Sentences and Word Choice: Word choice is simplé, and sentence
control is quite weak: “In conclusion, It depends that who prefers cosmetic surgery for the
attractiveness.” :

Language Use: Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics: The response demonstrates a weak
control of language even though the errors, for the most part, do not obscure meaning:
“People are prefer everything which is use for beauty.”
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Paper 3 Scores: 3 3 3 3 3

Critical Response to the Writing Task and the Text: The response demonstrates

understanding of the reading and offers a critical discussion of the health risks and other

side effects of cosmetic surgery. Unfortunately, consistent and, at times, rather serious -
problems with language impede communication and affect all domains. A response that

exhibits language weakness of this severity cannot be deemed “competent” in any

category.

Development of the Writer’s Ideas: The writer looks at the issue of cosmetic surgery
from different angles and uses several examples to illustrate his or her points. The idea
that “it is hard to behave with these people because they could be older than us, but we
don’t know, they look still younger’ adds an original and entertaining twist to the
discussion, but problems with language prevent the response from earnlng a score higher
than 3.

Structure of the Response: The writer uses paragraphs and tries to group relevant ideas
together, but there are lapses. The organizational structure is basic and uneven.

Language Use: Sentences and Word Choice: The response, while engaged with the
‘topic, is characterized by inaccurate or imprecise word choice and shaky sentence
structure and grammar even though most errors do not impede understanding: “The writer
argues that people are not happy with their new looking, they feel more pressure.”

Language Use: Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics: Language use is uneven. The
response contains numerous errors that are distracting: “People get more health problem
if the cosmetic surgery doesn’t fully cured.” :

Paper 4 Scores: 4 4 4 4 4

Critical Response to the Writing Task and the Text: This response is competent. It
demonstrates understanding of the reading passage and offers clear, straightforward
commentary on the points the author makes: “Cleopatra raises a very true and realistic
pressure that exists in America. Americans have to make a choice, be original and stick
to your own ideals of beauty or follow the crowd and submit yourself to the public opinion
of how you should look.”

Development of the Writer’s Ideas: Even though the writer does not dwell in great detail
on any one point she makes in reference to the text, the use of detail is fully competent:
“A guy is also under a lot of pressure. The guy needs to have a well paying job, be
physically fit, have a clean shaven look, be muscular and should be caught up with the
latest fashion trends.”

Structure of the Response: Even though the response does not seem to progress from
one idea to the next, it maintains focus on the idea that “middle aged adults are pressured
into changing their physical appearance to maintain their youthful looks” and provides a
clearly structured discussion.
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Language Use: Sentences and Word Choice: Language use is competent. Word
choice clearly conveys meaning, and sentences demonstrate competent control.

Language Use: Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics: In spite of a few errors, language
use is competent.

Paper 5 Scores: 5 5 5 5 5

Critical Response to the Writing Task and the Text: This response demonstrates good
understanding of the reading and integrates an effective, albeit brief, discussion. Please
note that the writer acknowledges the reading by discussing Julie Chen, one of the
subjects interviewed in the reading, even though the response does not include. the
author's name or title of the reading passage. Such disregard for academic conventions
is common in placement exams and should not be confused with a failure to acknowledge
the text. ' ‘

Development of the Writer’s ldeas: The response may be brief, but it is effective. The
personal narrative used to illustrate the importance on focusing on one’s “inner beauty”
effectively supports the writer’s ideas.

Structure of the Response: There is a clear organizational structure and progression of
ideas.

Language Use: Sentences and Word Choice: Sentence structure is varied and well
controlled, if not flawless. Word choice is precise and effective. The writer communicates
her ideas with ease.

Language Use: Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics: Even though the writer's attempt to
use sophisticated sentences and vocabulary is not error-free, good command of language
is apparent: “Society has become obssesed with obtaining the fountain of youth, weather
it be the use of a cosmetic surgery, or creams, diets and fitness regiments.” Such errors
- are by no means frequent, and the score of 4 would be inappropriately harsh.

Paper 6  Scores: 6 6 6 6 6

Critical Response to the Writing Task and the Text: This insightful, well-written
response integrates a detailed summary with astute and fully developed observations on
the issue of beauty. The writer's argument against the text's assertion that our cultural
focus on beauty is “tragic” is thoughtful, original, and well-supported.

Development of the Wrifer’s Ideas: The response uses specific details to support a -
controversial position. North Korea's president effectively communicates the idea that
people “would rather see their leader in all his royal splendor,” not ill and limping.
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Structure of the Response: There is a clear organizational structure and progression of
ideas. The entire response is tightly structured. One sentence easily transitions to the
next. '

Language Use: Sentences and Word Choice: Sentence structure is varied and
consistently well controlled. Word choice is precise and sophisticated. The writer
communicates her ideas with ease and is confident enough to be creative. The term
“second-hand embarrassment” in the context of the balding TV weatherman is a delightful
example of the writer's language skills. ‘

Language Use: Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics: There are very few errors. “So, no,
Angela Neustatter, we are not pressured to look good we do it of our own accord.” The
missing punctuation mark here might be viewed as a minor cosmetic imperfection.
Overall, language command is superior.
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