The Jackie Robinson Legacy: Rising Above the Sport

BY DR. CLAUDIA SCHRADER

Across the street from Med-
gar Evers College, Ebbets field,
a Major League Baseball (MLB)
stadium, once stood. And it was
there in 1947 that Jackie Robin-
son as a player for the Brooklyn
Dodgers, would break the sports
color barrier and become the first
African American to play modern
MLB. We have all heard the story
of his life both on and off the field.
He was one of five children raised
by sharecroppers in Georgia, and
as a child, Robinson’s mother
moved with her children to an af-
fluent community in California.
As the only Black family living on
his block, he encountered preju-
dice and racism.

Jackie was a gifted athlete in
high school, junior college and at
the University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA). Financial hard-
ship resulted in him leaving col-
lege and working as an athletic
director in a government youth
program. Not long after, he tried
to pursue a career in football but
was drafted in the Army. When
he called out the racial discrimi-

nation he experienced, he was
court-martialed and acquitted,
serving out his time as a coach in
army athletics and receiving an
honorable discharge.

Before playing for MLB, Robin-
son played for the Negro leagues.
The year he broke the color bar-
rier, Robinson was named Rookie
of the Year, and two years later,
the League’s Most Valuable Player
and batting champ. He would
win many awards and accolades,
but his fight for racial justice
would continue. Throughout
his career, he faced significant
racial discrimination, from the
Jim Crow South to the stadiums
in the North. Positioned at first
base, a barrage of death threats
were hurled at him from base-
ball fans in the stands and play-
ers in the dugout. It is said that
even his teammates treated him
poorly and wanted him out of the
League. But not everyone. Other
teammates would become his al-
lies. When a rival team harassed
Robinson, Eddie Stansky, who did
not even like being an integrated
team, stood up for him. And when
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Robinson was being heckled dur-
ing a practice game, Pee Wee Re-
ese in a gesture of support, put his
arm around Robinson’s shoulder,
and the crowd went silent.

The story of Robinson’s life on
and off the field speaks volumes
about the importance of diversity,
equity, inclusion, and belonging.

I do not doubt that Robinson’s ex-
perience as an athlete throughout
his life, played a critical part in
developing his character. He un-
derstood that working with oth-
ers toward a common goal was
his only way to win. This under-
standing, which his teammates,
baseball fans and others grew to

embrace, partially helped to dis-
mantle walls of intolerance.

There are still more walls that
need to be destroyed. I am grateful
that the students I accompanied
onh a recent trip to the Jackie Rob-
inson Museum in Manhattan will
be part of the work to destroy the
walls. This diverse group of stu-
dents, members of the Kingsbor-
ough Community College (KCC)
Baseball Team, all share a love
of baseball, the goal of earning
a college degree and, from what
I observed, a true brotherhood.
Like Jackie Robinson, they also
understand that they, too, have
a role in both building bridges of
understanding and tolerance and
leaving the world a much better
place than they found it.
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