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Fall 2017 

 
Dear Parents: 
 
Have we got some good news for you!   The nationally recognized College Now program, sponsored by 
The City University of New York and Kingsborough Community College, is available at your child’s 
high school (program description on back of this letter).  The program has been in existence since 1983, 
and we know from 33 years of experience that the work a high school student does while participating in 
it will not only make his/her transition to college level work easier, it will also result in a savings of real 
time and tuition dollars in the future.  College Now is available to New York City public school 
students in their junior and senior years and is completely free of charge.  At this important, potentially 
life-changing stage of your child’s life and with college costs soaring, you probably find yourselves with 
an ever-increasing number of questions.   
 
We invite you to join us to hear about our program, which can help you decide if you would like your 
child to take advantage of the opportunity it offers.  To learn more about the many benefits of the College 
Now program, please join us for our annual Parent Open House: 
 
 WHEN Wednesday, November 29, 2017 
 WHERE Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn 
     Marine and Academic Center - Lighthouse Room M240 
 TIME  6:45 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 PARKING Available on campus – Please plan to arrive at least 30 minutes prior to event  
   as campus is large and this will give you ample time to walk from parking OR 
   public transportation to the Lighthouse. 
 

TO OBTAIN TRAVEL DIRECTIONS TO KINGSBOROUGH COMMUNITY COLLEGE, 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT  

http://www.kbcc.cuny.edu/sub-about/campus_info/Pages/maps_directions.aspx.  
SEATING IS LIMITED AND ON A FIRST COME BASIS. 

 
If you plan to attend, please call the College Now Office at (718) 368-5170 to reserve a seat or e-mail us 
at sari.schoenfeld@kbcc.cuny.edu.  Please indicate your name, your child’s high school and the number 
of people attending.   
 
We look forward to meeting you at the Open House. Light refreshments will be served. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Erika Delacruz 
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KINGSBOROUGH COLLEGE NOW PROGRAM 
 

 
 
In 1983, Kingsborough Community College initiated an academic program called College Now to prepare 
high school students, especially students with academic averages between 65-85%, to successfully 
negotiate the educational changes that occur during their transformation from a high school senior to 
college freshman. In 1992, the United States Department of Education cited the program as a school-to-
college transition program worthy of replication.  Recognizing the success of the program, the City 
University of New York and the New York City Department of Education (formerly known as the Board 
of Education) joined forces in February 2000 to expand College Now as a city-wide, high school-to-
college collaborative initiative dedicated to helping ninth through twelfth grade students graduate from 
high school and make a smooth transition to higher education.  
 
To date, the Kingsborough program has served over 100,000 students who have filled approximately 
160,000 seats since it first offered classes to 449 seniors at four local high schools in the fall of 1984.  The 
program currently serves over 6,700 tenth-through-twelfth graders who fill approximately 9,500 seats in 
34 high schools each year.  Its primary purpose is to offer rigorous 3-credit, introductory-level courses 
and non-credit, preparatory courses in literacy and mathematics to students at their high schools before or 
after the regular school day.  Approximately 80% of students are enrolled in credit courses and 20% 
participate in the program’s developmental offerings.  The program also offers a variety of support 
services that enhance students’ ability to experience college while still in high school, such as college and 
career-planning 1-credit student development courses, scholarships and awards, financial aid workshops, 
parent open houses, on-campus visits for incoming students, a student advisory board leadership program 
and a College Now Website (www.kbcc.cuny.edu/collegenow/pages/default.aspx.) 
 
Results from internal surveys of College Now alumni show that over 90% attend college.  In general, 
60% of the program’s graduates continue their education at CUNY colleges, 30% attend SUNY colleges, 
and 10% go to private colleges.  Approximately 6% of Kingsborough’s entering freshman class are 
College Now alumni. Between 1987 and 1998, CUNY’s Office of Institutional Research and Analysis 
tracked College Now students and their non-participating counterparts from the same high schools into 
CUNY.  Results showed substantial differences between the two groups of students:  
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